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Odds  oaid  ends  of  nev/s  are  what  I  have  to  offer  you  today,  listeners. 

First,  a  little  item  from  the  Forest  Service  alDout  the  wood  that  keeps  the 
homo  fires  "burning.     In  spite  of  the  fact  that  people  nov/adays  are  using  more  oil, 
gas,  electricity  and  other  fuels  for  heating  their  homes,  wood  still  keeps  millions 
of  farm  families  warm.     Farm  woodlands  supply  the  logs  and  kindling  not  only  for 
millions  of  farm  people  l)ut  for  many  families  in  small  towns  and  villages.  Each 
year  fuel  worth  about  150  million  dollars  comes  from  farm  woodlots.     The  South  uses 
about  one-half  of  all  the  fuelwood  consumed  in  the  United  States. 


People  often  ask  how  wood  compares  with  other  fuels.     Scientists  at  the 
Forest  Products  Laboratory  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  have  made  tests  to  compare  wood 
with  coal.     They  find  that  a  cord  of  certain  v/oods,  if  properly  dried,  will  give  the 
same  amount  of  heat  as  a  ton  of  hard  coal.     A  cord  of  hickory,   oak,  beech,  birch, 
hard  maple,  ash,  elm,  locust,  longleaf  pine  or  cherry,  if  properly  dried  from  9  to 
12  months,  will  give  the  same  heat  as  a  ton  of  hard  coal. 

The  Forest  Products  Laboratory  also  say  that  it  takes  a  cord  and  a  half  of 
shortleaf  pine,  western  hemlock,   red  gum,  Douglas  fir,   sycamore,  or  soft  maple  to 
equal  a  ton  of  hard  coal.     And  it  takes  2  cords  of  cedar,  redwood,  poplar,  cotton- 
wood,   catalpa,  cypress,  basswood,   spruce  or  white  pine  to  have  the  same  heating 
value  as  a  ton  of  coal.    As  every  up-and-coming  housewife  knows,  a  cord  of  wood  is 
128  cubic  feet  of  wood. 

Here's  a  point  of  interest  about  drying  or  seasoning  fire  wood.     The  wood 
scientists  say  that  firewood  should  season  for  about  a  year  to  be  best  for  heating, 
but  that  too  much  air-drying  may  be  almost  as  bad  in  a  different  way  as  not  enough. 
If  wood  is  allov/ed  to  stand  and  dry  for  more  than  2  or  3  years,   it  begins  to 
deteriorate. 

How  here's  an  item  about  fur — and  of  special  interest  to  fur  farmers.    Men  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Biological  Survey  would  like  to  know  hovr  many  fur 
farms  there  are  in  the  United  States,  and  how  much  income  farmers  have  from  furs  of 
captive  animals.    At  present  they  can  only  make  estimates  because  the  farm  census 
does  not  take  in  fur  farms.     So,  to  get  more  accurate  information,  Biological  Survey 
men  have  asked  questions  of  more  than  20  thousand  fur  farmers.    Presently  they  will 
be  able  to  tell  hovr  profitable  a  business  fur  farming  is. 

Of  course,  you  know  why  it  has  become  necessary  to  depend  more  and  more  on 
captive  animals  for  furs.     This  country  has  changed  in  only  about  a  hundred  years. — 
changed  from  the  world's  leading  fur  exporter  to  the  world's  largest  fur  importer  — 
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a  sad  hundred  years'   record.     The  reason  our  country  lost  this  great  natural  resource 
was,  as,  of  course,  you  know,  that  fur  aniraals  were  trapped  with  no  thought  of  con- 
servation.   Only  a  short  time  ago  fur  animals  in  such  plenty  that  we  could  ship 
skins  all  over  the  world  and  supply  ourselves  amply  "beside,     ilow  we  produce  only 
about  a  third  of  the  fur  we  use  and  "bring  in  from  other  countries  two-thirds. 

To  meet  the  demand  for  more  furs,  farmers  have  begun  raising  such  animals 
as  foxes,  minks,  martens,  and  beavers  in  captivity.    He  estimates  that  this  year 
some  300  thousand  silver  fox  and  200  thousand  mink  furs  will  be  sold  by  fur  farmers. 
They  will  receive  about  13  million  d.ollars,  or  about  20  percent  of  the  total  value 
of  all  raw  furs  sold  this  year.     Host  of  these  fur  farms  are  less  than  10  years  old. 

Mr,  Franlc  G.  Ashbrook  of  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey  says  that  10  years 
ago  the  number  of  pelts  sold  by  fur  fa.rmers  or  ranchers  was  insignificant  while  this 
year,  Mr.  Ashbrook  estimates,  about  300  thousand  silver  fox  pelts  and  200  thousand 
mink  pelts  will  be  sold  from  animals  raised  in  wire  pens  or  cages. 

To  help  fur  fanners  make  a  success  of  the  new  business.  Dr.  Thora  M,  Plitt 
has  joined  the  Biological  Survey  to  begin  research  on  producing  more  furs  of  better 
quality.     Dr.  Plitt  will  investigate  fur-fiber  structure  and  shape,  color  in  fxir, 
density  and  relative  distribution  of  under  fur  and  guard  hairs.    Her  research  will 
include  such  animals  as  silver  foxes,  minks,  martens  and  rauskrats. 

By  the  way,   the  1938  Yearbook  of  Agriculture  states  that  v/ildlife  is  v/orth 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  annually.     So  the  Department  has  been  restoring  to 
the  wild  birds  and  animals  many  marsh  and  sv/amp  areas  v/hich  were  mistakenly  drained 
for  crop  land  and  quick  profits  but  proved  to  be  unsuited  for  cultivation.     An  ex- 
ample of  this  work  is  Lake  Ilattamuskeet  in  iTorth  Carolina.     Here  an  expensive  system 
of  dikes  and  an  elaborate  pumping  plant  were  put  in  to  drain  more  than  50  thousand 
acres  of  marsh  land.     The  project  was  tried  for  several  years  but  was  never  a  success 
Before  the  drainage  began,  the  lake  was  an  important  gathering-place  for  the  greater 
snow  goose,   the  whistling  swan  and  other  waterfowl.     The  Federal  Government  has  now 
restored  it  as  a  haven  for  these  birds.     The  wildlife  refuges  which  the  Government 
has  set  aside  in  many  parts  of  the  country  are  one  means  of  saving  our  birds  and 
valuable  wild  mammals.     But  every  farm  has  some  unused  land  that  may  be  used 
profitably  by  wildlife.     This  may  be  an  even  better  way  of  saving  our  natural  v/ild- 
life  resources. 

By  the  way,  there's  an  interesting  bulletin  on  this  subject  called  "Feeding 
Wildlife  in  V/inter,"     It's  Ho.  1783,     And  it's  free  from  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Washington,  D,  C, 
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